This paper examines what children believe about unmapped number words -those number words whose exact meanings children have not yet learned. In Study 1, 31 children (ages 2-10 to 4-2) judged that the application of five and six changes when numerosity changes, although they did not know that equal sets must have the same number word. In Study 2, 15 children (ages 2-5 to 3-6) judged that six plus more is no longer six, but that a lot plus more is still a lot. Findings support the hypothesis that children treat number words as referring to specific, unique numerosities even before they know exactly which numerosity each word refers to. q
Introduction
"I like some plenty! I like some too much! I like some lot! I like some eight!" This was the protest of Teddy (age 2.5) upon receiving a small (clearly too small) amount of M&Ms. Teddy's use of eight was ambiguous. On the one hand, maybe he was using eight as an approximate quantifier, like plenty, too much, and a lot. On the other hand, maybe he knew that eight was a specific number, and thought that eight M&Ms would be more than he had in his hand.
Researchers have long studied number-word learning as a window on the development of number concepts. Gelman and Gallistel (1978) argued that even 2-and 3-year-olds use number words in systematic ways, and that children's use of these words can tell us a lot 
